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Finding a booking agent

Success! Your music is starting to become known! Y ou're getting more and more bookings and organisers are
coming to you. But you don't have the time to spend sending email reminders and doing admin work. Y ou need
a booking agent!

What is a booking agent, exactly?

A booking agent (also known as a promoter) is responsible for organising gigs (DJ sets, live performances,
concerts, etc.) and negotiating the best deal for you. A booking agent often works for an agency which has its
own network of venues (clubs, halls, festivals, etc.) of varying sizes that they can place you in. More precisely,
that they can sell you in. Or rather, your unique talent!

What will abooking agent do for me?

Asweéll asfinding gigs, a booking agent often takes care of the logistics of your bookings: transport,
accommodation, subsistence, etc., either by negotiation with the venue where you're playing, or paying for it out
of the fee he/she has negotiated for you.

The booking agent also takes a commission, which is their only remuneration for the administrative work they
handle on your behalf (contracts, tax returns, payments, etc.).

Despite al these deductions from your fee, there are definite advantages to having a booking agent: they increase
the number of gigs you get through their professional network, and help you develop a strategy for live
performance; for example, concentrating on one particular music scene or certain periods of the year, whichis
more practical if you live abroad and are gradually establishing yourself.

It depends very much on the relationship you have. Ideally, you must establish and maintain a relationship of
trust; many practical aspects of your life as an artist depend on it!

How do | find a booking agent?

Just like finding arecord label, the best thing to do isinvolve yourself in the music scene that you're interested in
and make contact with the people involved in it. Y ou might meet the right person at afestival or club you often
go to; try to overcome any awkwardness you feel, and generate contacts. Talk about your music and get it
played. Y ou could have some business cards printed with links to your SoundCloud, MixCloud or Facebook
page printed on it, for example.

Y ou can aso do asearch on social networks. Artists Facebook and SoundCloud pages often list contact details
for their booking agents or promoters - try them! Don't get too ahead of yourself though - don't send your first
song off to somebody who manages the likes of David Guetta or Seth Troxler! Try to find a manager who looks
after artists similar in outlook to yourself.

And above all, obvioudly the hardest thing to do - perform, as often asyou can!
Performing isvaluable experience and isthe best way to get discovered.
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MORE INFORMATION:

¢ IRMA >The Directory of Music Professionals
e Technopol > Organizing an Electronic Event, administrative, legal and financial management
¢ monprojetmusique.fr > How are working booking agent



http://www.irma.asso.fr/
http://www.technopol.net/formations/organisationdesoirees
http://www.monprojetmusique.fr/temoignage/comment-travaillent-les-tourneurs/

